
Rev. Martin Luther King 
530 So. Union St. 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Rev. King: 

I haven't had a chance to write you, but I saw you and heard you at the Conven- 
tion in San Francisco in June and I want to congratulate you on the most out- 
standing talk I have ever heard. 

You certainly are a great help to the N.A.A.C.P. and I know that you did a won- 
derful job for our people in your city. Congratulations and keep up the good 
work! 

I am very active in the N.A.A.C.P. and head up along with Dr. Mays the Life 
Membership drive and I am enclosing herewith one of our FIVE IMPORTANT 
BENEFITS pamphlet as well as our INVEST IN FREEDOM pamphlet, as well as 
other Life Membership pamphlets, and I hope that in your travels from time to 
time when you do run into important people, both White and Negro, who can 
afford to make an investment in freedom, that you will have our Life Membership 
drive in mind. 

I realize your problems in Montgomery, but there are people who in addition 
to contributing to your fund, should be Life Members of our organization. 

We prefer the cash, but we do accept payments over a period of either, two, 
three, five or even ten years at $50 a year. 

Any help you can give us will certainly be appreciated. 
I had hoped to invite you to stay at our home when you were coming up to the 

Ford Hall Forum in October, but Mrs. Kaplan and the writer are leaving for Eu- 
rope on September 7th and will be out of the city when you come. 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] 
Kivie Kaplan 
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With best wishes, and kindest regards, I remain 

TAHLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 61. 

From L. Harold DeWolf 

30 August 1956 
Boston, Mass. 

DeWolfresponds to his former student S. I June letter, which has not been located. 
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7 Sept Dr. Martin Luther King 

530-C South Union Street 
Montgomery 8, Alabama 

Dear Martin: 

1956 The Montgomery Improvement Association 

When I arrived at home I was delighted to find your personal letter of June 1st. 
You need have no misgivings about not having written earlier for I can well un- 
derstand that your burden of work must be truly overwhelming in these days. 

Your letter is a renewing inspiration to me as has been the marvelous leader- 
ship which you have given to our people in the south land during these last 
months. Indeed, the news concerning your leadership has gone throughout the 
world. I can testify that the self-discipline, courage, and faith of the people who 
are working with you in Montgomery have brought new courage and self-respect 
to many Christian people living under gross injustice in lands far across the sea. 

Now that I am in the United States again I am wondering if there is anything 
that I could do which would be helpful to you. Please let me know. I shall be 
happy to share your reply w {with] others who I know would also be eager to assist 
you in this glorious struggle. Please call upon us. 

May God continue to bless and sustain you and your family and associates and 
may He bring to you victory for 4 the people, for which you are making such 
great sacrifices. 

Cordially yours, 
[signed] Harold DeWolf 
L. Harold DeWolf 
LHD:hh 

With warmest personal regards, I am, 

TALS. MLKP-MBU: Box 15, 

From Warren Olney I11 

7 September 1956 
Washington, D.C. 

Two Department ofJustice oficials, Assistant Attorney General Olney ofthe Criminal 
Division and Arthur B. Caldwell, chief of the divisionk Civil Rights Section, respond 
to the 27 August letter from Montgowy  bus boycott leaders to President Eisenhower.] 

I .  Warren Olney I11 (1904-1978) was an Oakland, California, native who became a close associate 
of Earl Warren, serving with him in the Alameda County district attorney’s office and, after Warren 
became Califnmia attorney general, as assistant attorney general. In 1953 Olney became assistant at- 
torney general in charge of the U.S. Justice Department’s criminal division. Olney helped draft the 
1957 Civil Rights Act. Arthur Brann Caldwell(1906- 1984) began working for the Department ofJustice 
in 1935 and from 1951 to 1957 was chief of its Civil Rights Section. During the 1957 Little Rock desegre- 
gation crisis he was called upon to negotiate with Orval Faubus, governor of his home state of 
Arkansas. 
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